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Friday the 15th of October 2021
Kia ora Parents and Caregivers of Ward School,
The holidays have hopefully provided you and your whanau a change of pace and time to get all those lambs sorted! We are
looking forward to welcoming back the tamariki under alert level 2 and with new COVID 19 guidelines in place. Our focus is on
the well-being of our tamariki and we want them to be able to take part in and enjoy ‘normal’ school activities. To this end, we
are looking forward to Pet Day and the Book Fair next week and Year 7 & 8 Technology on Monday the 18th of October.
This letter is to update you on COVID vaccinations and remind you of alert level changes and expectations. We are working
hard to adhere to all the Government guidelines and need your support to ensure that this happens.
Vaccinations
The response by New Zealanders to this latest outbreak has been strong, with high rates of testing and more and more
people getting vaccinated.
If we were to have a case of COVID-19 in our school, public health authorities will want to know if we are a school with a high
vaccination rate. This information will then be used as part of the local health authority’s risk assessment. The more highly
vaccinated we are (staff and eligible students), the less likely it will be that we will have to close down for a long period of time,
or we might not need to close at all. We are also doing our part by working toward all our staff being vaccinated.
We will therefore need to know if your child has had their first or second vaccine dose or is exempted from being vaccinated.
This information will be held by us in accordance with the Privacy Act and will only be shared with public health authorities.
We are therefore getting our data collection system in place and will get in touch with you again very soon. More than 5.7
million doses of the Pfizer vaccine have now been given in New Zealand (as of 7 October 2021):
●
53 percent are fully vaccinated (2 doses) = 2.2 million New Zealanders
●
81 percent have had their first dose = 3.4 million New Zealanders
While the signs are really pleasing, clearly the job isn’t done. Because of this, we’ve attached information to help support
everyone who is eligible to get vaccinated. Tomorrow is Super Saturday and there are nationwide
events to get involved in and additional vaccination information available. Check out the Super
Saturday events here.
The two best things we can to do keep our community as safe as possible is to get tested if we
are feeling unwell and get everyone who is eligible vaccinated, those aged 12 and over.
Bus Travel for students 12 years or older
Students who are 12 years old or older are now required to wear a mask when traveling on all buses, including Waka Kura
and the Technology bus. Please discuss this with your child and provide them with a mask.
We look forward to seeing you next Monday and are excited about our Term 4 programme. A Pet Day update and term
newsletters will be out next week.
If you have any questions about any information please do not hesitate to contact us.
Ngā mihi nui,
Carey Huria - Principal/Tumuaki
John Hickman - Presiding Member, Ward School Board of Trustees
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