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Kia Ora Parents, Caregivers, and Ward School Whānau,

Week 9 is almost over and the spring holidays are just around the corner! It was great to see many of
you at the Student Led conferences. It is awesome to celebrate all the hard work the children put into
their learning through out the year!

Rugby Sevens Tournament
Last week we had 2 teams compete in the Year 4-6 Tackle Rugby 7s tournament. Both teams
competed in the competitive grade and had some awesome games. Our year 4/5 team made the
quarter-finals where they came up against a much bigger and older Mayfield team that they couldn’t
overcome. With the talent coming through they will be a force to be reckoned with next year. Our Year
6 team had some great moments, especially with some fierce tackling, but missed the quarters after a
couple of close games didn’t go their way. A highlight was the game between our 2 teams which
resulted in a draw. All games were played in good spirit. Thanks to the parents who were able to come
down on the day and support the teams, especially to Charlotte Dickson who managed the Year 4/5
team all day.

Choir Performance
Tonight is the night! Our choir have been practicing hard for months. Good luck with tonight's
performance. We know the hard work will pay off and you will be awesome!

Wave Pool Assembly
This Friday afternoon Wave Pool will host the last sharing assembly for Term 3. We will start at 2:10 in
the Reef. All are welcome and we hope to see you there.

End of Year
Date Correction - The last day of school for this year will be Tuesday the 17th of December not the
20th of December as previously advertised. My apologies I had made a miscalculation on the dates in
relation to our start date of February 1st. As such we will hold our final graduation assembly on
Monday the 16th of December. You can see the correct dates have been updated on the school
calendar which can be accessed through the school website or by following this link.

Uniform
Just a quick reminder about our school uniform. Students are required to wear appropriate black shorts
or trackies with our Red Ward School shirt and Red Fleece. Staff have noticed black “shorts” getting
shorter and shorter for some of our senior girls, please make sure they are an appropriate length. Also
there continues to be a large quantity of lost property (in particular fleeces) left at school. If you are
missing items please check our lost property box in the hallway close to Reef class.

https://www.ward.school.nz/news-and-events/


Morning Drop off
Recently we have noticed some children being dropped of very early in the morning before the first bus
which arrives at approximately 8:25. Please note this is key preparation time for all staff and often
supervision will be very limited before this time. We understand that things crop up from time to time
but before 8:25 we can not guarantee child supervision.

Absences (Repeat reminder)
At present, the school is experiencing a higher than usual amount of absences due to a variety of
reasons. As you may be aware there is a large push from the government and the Ministry of
Education to improve attendance rates nationwide. Regular attendance is considered when a child
attends 90% or more of the time. Irregular absence is between 80% and 90%, Moderate absence is
70% to 80% and Chronic absence is below 70%. In Term 2 we only had 66% of students achieving
regular attendance. 25% of students had irregular absences and 9% had moderate absences. I know
there have been a number of illnesses doing the rounds which is a significant contributor to these
stats, however, if we could limit the number of holidays, appointments and out-of-school events that
are taken during learning time we could significantly increase this number. Thank you for your
cooperation.

Just for Laughs! (aka Mr Sangster’s Dad Joke of the week!)

Why did the belt go to jail?

He held up a pair of pants!

Ngā mihi nui,
Aaron Sangster - Principal/Tumuaki
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